REMARKS 

Applicant has studied the Office Action dated April 10, 2003, and has made amendments 
to the claims. Claims 1-5 and 7 have been amended, and new claims 8-13 have been added. It is 
submitted that the application, as amended, is in condition for allowance. Reconsideration and 
reexamination are respectfully requested. 

Applicant has amended the specification on page 8, line 3 to correct the misspelled word 
"tile," which should be correctly written as "tilted." It is submitted that this amendment does not 
introduce new matter in the application. 

Claims 1 and 7 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as being anticipated by U.S. 
Patent Application Publication No. 2002/0136144 Al by Hatano (hereinafter referred to as "the 
Hatano reference"). This rejection is respectfully traversed. 

A proper rejection for anticipation under § 102 requires complete identity of invention. 
The claimed invention, including each element thereof as recited in the claims, must be disclosed 
or embodied, either expressly or inherently, in a single reference. Scripps Clinic & Research 
Found, v. Genentech Inc. , 927 F.2d 1565, 1576, 18 U.S.P.Q.2d 1001, 1010 (Fed. Cir. 1991); 
Standard Havens Prods., Inc. v. Gencor Indus., Inc. , 953 F.2d 1360, 1369, 21 U.S.P.Q.2d 1321, 
1328 (Fed. Cir. 1991). 

The invention recited in amended claim 1 is a lens comprising a plane of incidence on 
which a light generated from a light source is made incident, a first reflection side for reflecting 
that light, and a second reflection side for reflecting the light that has been reflected by the first 
reflection side. Furthermore, the second reflection side, which is coated with a reflection 
material and is parabolic, focuses the reflected light on a focal point on an axis. Amended claim 
1 additionally recites that the first reflection side forms an angle with the axis of the second 
reflection side and extends beyond the focal point. 

A similar invention, including all of the elements recited in amended claim 1, is not 
identically disclosed or suggested in the Hatano reference. Initially, the Hatano reference 
discloses an invention wherein the first and second reflective surfaces are separate from the solid 
immersion lens. The present invention, on the other hand, incorporates these surfaces into the 
single lens. Secondly, there is no disclosure of the first reflection surface (Fig. 10, 27D of the 
Hatano reference) forming an angle with an axis of symmetry extending beyond the focal point. 
Therefore, in the absence of a disclosure of a combination of elements including a first reflection 
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surface that forms an angle with the axis, a rejection of claim 1 is improper. Furthermore, 
amended claim 7, which depends from amended claim 1, should be deemed allowable for the 
reasons cited above with respect to amended claim 1 . 

Claims 1 and 7 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Japanese Patent Publication No. 2002/244236 (hereinafter referred to as "the '236 publication") 
in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,493,156, issued to Oh, et al. (hereinafter referred to as "the Oh 
reference"). In the Office Action, the Examiner stated that "it would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to coat the surface of the lens, so as to 
create the reflective surface on the lens, as shown by the Oh reference, in the optical element of 
the '236 publication, since, as shown by the Oh reference, reflective surfaces on optical elements 
are commonly formed by coating the surfaces with reflective material. This rejection is 
respectfully traversed. 

The combination of the '236 publication with the Oh reference neither describes nor 
suggests the invention of amended claim 1 . Amended claim 1 recites in part a parabolic second 
reflection side, which is coated with a reflection material. This second reflection side focuses the 
reflected light on a focal point on an axis of symmetry. Amended claim 1 additionally recites 
that the first reflection side forms an angle with the axis of symmetry and extends beyond the 
focal point. By having the first reflection side formed at an angle, the overall height of the 
recording and reproducing system is minimized since the vertical distance the light must travel 
within the system is considerably reduced. 

The combination of the '236 publication and the Oh reference merely describes a lens for 
- use in a recording and reproducing system and which has reflective surfaces coated with 
reflective material. Neither of the references teaches nor describes a lens having a first reflective 
surface that forms an angle with the axis of symmetry of a parabolic second reflection side to 
reduce the overall height of the system. Accordingly, it is respectfully submitted that amended 
claim 1 distinguishes over the '236 publication in view of the Oh reference. Furthermore, claims 
2-7, which depend from amended claim 1, should be deemed allowable for the reasons cited 
above. 

New claims 8-13 recite an embodiment of the invention where the focal point is 
positioned on the first reflection surface. Support for claims 8-13, can be found throughout the 
specification. No new matter is introduced by the addition of claims 8-13. 
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No amendment made was related to the statutory requirements of patentability unless 
expressly stated herein; and no amendment made was for the purpose of narrowing the scope of 
any claim, unless Applicant has argued herein that such amendment was made to distinguish 
over a particular reference or combination of references. 

If for any reason the Examiner finds the application other than in condition for allowance, 
the Examiner is requested to call the undersigned attorney at the Los Angeles, California, 
telephone number (213) 623-2221 to discuss the steps necessary for placing the application in 
condition for allowance. 
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